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Whitespace to showcase X-change Ireland, Nathalia Edenmont
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Marty Kelly’s ‘Close Your Mind,’ an oil on canvas, is part of ‘X-change-Ireland: Close Your Eyes.’ It opens Nov. 4.
[image: Claudia Alvarez’s ‘Falling I (Girl on Back),’ a ceramic, 17½ inches by 12 inches by 31 inches. Alvarez’s work often features children in threatening situations.]
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Claudia Alvarez’s ‘Falling I (Girl on Back),’ a ceramic, 17½ inches by 12 inches by 31 inches. Alvarez’s work often features children in threatening situations.
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Kenneth Tin-kin Hung’s ‘Feeding of the 320 Millions,’ a poster, 18 by 24 inches, is a commentary on American society.
[image: Nathalia Edenmont's 'Forget - Me - Not,' Edition 6, C-print mounted to glass in a wooden frame, will be part of her first solo show in the U.S.]
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Nathalia Edenmont's 'Forget - Me - Not,' Edition 6, C-print mounted to glass in a wooden frame, will be part of her first solo show in the U.S.







There’s nothing like success to put the wind in your sails. Attendance at Whitespace, Elayne and Marvin Mordes’ private contemporary art showplace in West Palm Beach, reached 700 last season. That might not sound like much, but it’s twice the number that turned out the year before that. 
Encouraged by the show of support, Whitespace has added more hours, more events, more artists and more art. “This is the most ambitious season I’ve done,” Elayne Mordes said. 
The number of public viewing days has more than doubled, and the venue will be open most Saturdays during the season. 
The Mordeses have rehung their collection to spotlight new acquisitions, including works by John Bock, Claudia Alvarez, Grenville Davey, Thomas Ruff and Lili Dujourie. 
Again, they’re turning over some of their gallery to Whitebox projects highlighting emerging artists. 
X-change Ireland: Close Your Eyes is a swap with the BlueLeaf Gallery in Dublin. BlueLeaf will exhibit art by two past Whitebox artists — Bethany Krull, a former Armory Art Center artist in residence, and West Palm Beach resident Rick Newton. Whitespace will show art by BlueLeaf artists Alvarez and Marty Kelly. 
Alvarez will be represented by 12 watercolors and a ceramic installation. Her work features children, often in needy or threatening situations. 
“Claudia looks at how incidents in childhood shape you into the adult you become,” BlueLeaf owner Ciara Gibbons said. 
Kelly’s figurative oil paintings also deal with people in vulnerable positions. His recent works include gestural portrayals of residents of conflict-ridden places. “His work is about the strength of the human spirit and capturing the strength and beauty of these people,” Gibbons said. 
Gibbons was introduced to Whitespace and the Mordeses in January when she was exhibiting in Art Palm Beach. “I was blown away by their collection,” she said. “ And they were so approachable.”
The second Whitebox will feature 12 large-scale photographs by Ukrainian-born Nathalia Edenmont. The exhibition will be her first solo show in the United States. “She’s one of the most focused and serious artist-photographers of this moment,” Mordes said. 
Edenmont’s photographs feature ostensibly beautiful subjects, such as children wreathed in flowers or constructions of butterfly wings. But they’re akin to 17th-century Dutch still lifes, as reminders of the fragility and brevity of life, Edenmont said. 
Dynamic features
Other features of the season will include: 
■ A new poster series promoting Whitespace. Each year’s poster will be given free to visitors; past issues will go on sale in subsequent seasons. 
This year’s poster was created by digital media artist Kenneth Tin-Kin Hung. Titled Feeding of the 320 Million, the poster refashions Eugene Delacroix’s Liberty Leading the People as a commentary on present-day American society, using elements such as Uncle Sam wearing a “hire-me” placard, a flaming gas pump hose and a bull with dollar-sign eyes. 
■ Outside the Box, a two-day outdoor installation art exhibition curated by Lake Worth artist Sibel Kocabasi. 





[bookmark: _GoBack]■ Fundraisers Nov. 11 for Palm Beach Opera and Jan. 7 for the Lighthouse ArtCenter in Tequesta 
■ Silicone and acrylic resin vases, jewelry, bowls and other objects by Italian architect and designer Gaetano Pesce in the pop-up store. 
■ A dress sculpture by Jackie Tufford of Jupiter crafted from the score to Puccini’s Madama Butterfly and a cut-paper banner installation by Kristin Miller Hopkins of Lake Worth. 
■ Screenings of the late David Wojnarowicz’s video A Fire in My Belly. A critique of the conservative establishment’s treatment of gay people, the video was pulled earlier this year from an exhibition at the Smithsonian’s National Portrait Gallery after protests from a right-wing Catholic group and members of Congress. 
Whitespace proceeds go to a fund at the Community Foundation for Palm Beach and Martin Counties that’s grown to about $30,000. The Mordeses plan to begin distributing visual-arts grants from the fund this spring.  

WHITESPACE 2011-12 SEASON
Box 1: X-change Ireland: Close Your Eyes. 
When: Opening 6-10 p.m. Nov. 4. 
Public viewing days: 1-4 p.m. Nov. 19, Dec. 4, Dec. 10 and Dec. 17, 6-9 p.m. Jan. 6, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Jan. 21 and Jan. 22.
Box II: Nathalia Edenmont: Forget-Me-Not. Opening 6-10 p.m. Jan. 6. Artist talk: 10:30 a.m. Jan. 21. Public viewing days: 10-2 p.m. Jan. 21, Jan. 22, Feb. 4, Feb. 5, 1-4 p.m. Feb. 26, March 17, March 31, April 14 and April 28.
When: Opening 6 to 10 p.m. Jan. 6
Public viewing days: 10 to 2 p.m. Jan. 21-22, Feb. 4-5;  1 to 4 p.m. Feb. 26, March 17, March 31, April 14, April 28
Outside the Box
Outdoor installation art exhibition: March 30-31
Where: 2805 N. Australian Ave.,  West Palm Beach
For more information: 842-4131; whitespacecollection.com; or info@whitespacecollection.com
Group tours of Whitepace, 2805 N. Australian Ave., West Palm Beach, can be arranged by appointment.
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